Health and Serenity Newsletter
December 2010

A Cornerstone of Health
Why Now, More Than Ever, You Need a Massage
While you may be tempted to trim your
wellness budget when economic times
are tough, now more than ever, massage
should play a role in reducing stress and
strengthening the health of Americans.
When you feel your best, you are more
likely to be able to face the challenges
difficult times present. With greater
health and peace of mind, you can face
difficulties with poise, clarity of
purpose, and strengthened emotional
reserves.
Truly, massage is more than a
luxury--it's a vital part of self-care that
has a positive ripple effect on us as we
work, play, relax, live life, and care for
others.

reducing the risk of stress-related
illnesses, massage also boosts immunity,
helping you fight colds, flu, and other
viral infections.
Following is a sampling of a long list of
bodywork benefits:
- Ease anxiety.
- Reduce the flow of stress hormones.
- Improve sleep.
- Boost the immune system.
- Build energy levels.
- Reduce fatigue.
- Foster concentration.
- Increase circulation.
- Develop self-esteem.
- Reduce frequency of headaches.
- Release endorphins.

Live in such a
way that you
would not be
ashamed to sell
your parrot to
the town
gossip.
-Will Rogers
Office Hours and Contact
Better Health & Body Spa
Karin M. Johnson
949-443-9268
W & Th 3-8pm
F 10am-8pm, Sat. 10am-7pm
Invest In Your Health!

Massage induces a sense of grounding and calm, helping you face challenges with ease.

Invest In Yourself,
Invest in Those You Love

In economically challenging times, it is
vital to invest in preventative health care.
The last thing you want is to get sick,
have to take time off of work, and pay
expensive medical bills. Staying healthy
means maintaining your ability to take
whatever life has to throw at you. Besides
lowering stress levels and, in turn,

And if you think about it, massage is an
excellent value. The price of massage has
remained stable in recent years, as the
cost of movies, dining out, and sports
events has risen. Which of these has the
power to improve your health and your
outlook on life?
Continued on page 2

In this Issue
A Cornerstone of Health
Is the Season Getting You Down?
Hibernating is for the Bears

Continued from page 1

The positive effects of regular massage
can have far-reaching effects in many
areas of your life.

At Home

Massage therapy will also help families
under stress create healthier households
with clear-thinking and more relaxed
moms and dads. Children are very
sensitive and often pick up on tension in
a household; parents who are taking care
of themselves are more likely to be better
caregivers and provide a sense of security
to their kids. This goes for caregivers of
aging parents and other family
members.

At Work

The health benefits of massage can help
forestall illnesses and lost work time,
especially when you may be asked to
produce more with fewer resources.
Decision-making skills will be better and
your performance is likely to be
improved with a clear focus and more
energy.

- Stroke patients show less anxiety and
lower blood pressure with massage
therapy.
- Massage therapy is effective is
reducing postsurgical pain.
- Alzheimer's patients exhibit reduced
pacing, irritability and restlessness after
neck and shoulder massage.
- Labor pain. Massage during labor
appears to reduce stress and anxiety,
relax muscles and help block pain. Some
medical professionals believe massage
also reduces tearing, shortens labor,
reduces the need for medication and
shortens hospital stays.
- Preterm babies receiving massage
therapy gain more weight and have
shorter hospital stays than infants not
receiving massage.

- Massage is beneficial in reducing
symptoms associated with arthritis,
asthma, high blood pressure, and
premenstrual syndrome.
There is now a body of research to
support the benefits listed above. But
there's no greater testimonial than the
person who is a regular receiver of
massage. The first-hand experience of
bodywork clients largely echo the same
sentiment: bodywork enhances quality
of life, and the return on your
investment is great.
While bodywork feels like a luxurious
mini-vacation, and you should by all
means enjoy it, there is an actual
physical need for massage. Maintaining
a regular massage schedule will help you
operate at your peak level--whether it be
at work, at home, or at play. Invest in
yourself, and book a massage today.

A hint for the boss: Research shows
employees exhibit less stress and
improved performance when given
twice-weekly, 15-minute massages in the
office!

For Health Conditions

Those with already existing health
conditions can continue to reap benefits
in the following ways. And proactively
caring for health through massage may
help reduce costly doctor visits and use
of prescription and over-the-counter
medications.
Research shows:
- Massage can reduce sports-related
soreness and improve circulation--good
to know when you may be exercising
more to reduce stress.
- Deep-tissue massage is effective in
treating
back
pain,
arthritis,
osteoarthritis
and
fibromyalgia.
Fibromyalgia patients receiving massage
also have less pain, depression, anxiety,
stiffness, fatigue, and sleep problems.
- Massage reduces symptoms of carpal
tunnel syndrome.
- Oncology patients show less pain,
fatigue, nausea, anxiety and depression
following massage therapy.
Massage is one of the few things that provide so much pleasure while improving your health.

Is the Season Getting You Down?
Shine the Light on Winter Blues
In northern climates when the heavy
snows fall and the sun moves south,
many people find their moods shift
from upbeat to downright depressed.
The
severe
form
of
winter
depression--called seasonal affective
disorder, or SAD--affects at least two
million North Americans. Another
thirty-nine million experience milder
symptoms of moodiness and extended
sleep patterns that somewhat resemble
hibernation.

during the winter, our bodies produce
more and more melatonin and we can
literally feel like going into a cave and
hibernating.

Overeating, sleeping for prolonged
periods, mood swings, carbohydrate
cravings, and weight gain during winter
months may be more than just
symptoms of cabin fever. They can
suggest a biochemical reaction caused by
a lack of exposure to sunlight.

Recent research shows that timing these
light therapy sessions to our natural
biological clocks is even more beneficial
than usage during the day. Exposure to
natural spectrum bright light for thirty
minutes on awakening is twice as
effective as evening sessions, and one
study found this practice actually had an
80 percent chance of sending SAD into
remission.

Like all living things, we humans are
sensitive to the seasons and sunlight. We
secrete a hormone called melatonin,
which helps us sleep at night and stay
awake during the day. Melatonin
production is directly linked to sun
exposure. So, as the days get shorter

Many SAD sufferers manage their
seasonal depression with daily exposure
to full-spectrum lamps or light boxes.
By getting daily doses of natural light,
they can fool their brains into thinking
it's summertime, and their need to sleep
decreases.

Loosen the grip of seasonal affective disorder.

If winter blues are getting to you,
consider investing in a full spectrum
lamp and use it first thing in the
morning--because SAD is for the bears.

Hibernating is for the Bears
Plan to Stay Fit This Winter
Winter's here, and you've moved your
running shoes to the back of the closet
until April. Yet that piece of pumpkin
pie has your name on it.
With the onset of colder weather,
shorter days, and snow-covered streets,
we eat more and exercise less, waiting for
the spring thaw to get back in shape.
Instead of having to make New Year's
resolutions to lose holiday weight and
join a health club, why not set goals to
stay fit this winter?
Move Fitness Indoors
Winter is the perfect time to start a
weight-training program. When it's
sunny and warm in summer, you'd
rather be outside cycling or rock
climbing. When it's snowing, why not

lift weights for 30 minutes during
lunch? Statistics show that more people
suffer heart attacks in winter from
shoveling snow, often because they're
out of shape. With regular strength
training, you'll be able to shovel that
snow and get a head start with outdoor
sports when spring comes around.
Walk Outside on Weekends
Going for a jog or walk during mid-day
when the sun is high is a great time to
get outside and catch a few rays. Be sure
to dress warmly, wear sunscreen, and
drink plenty of water. Dehydration is
most common in colder months when
you're less aware of fluid loss.
Take a Dance Class
Accept that invitation to the New Year's

Eve celebration and take a class in
ballroom dancing. While you're
dancing, you're not hanging around the
buffet table or the bar, and your
waistline will thank you for it.
Rediscover Ice Skating
Whether it's on a frozen pond or at a
rink, ice skating provides seasonal
exercise opportunities, especially good
for the legs. And it's great fun, bringing
out the kid in all of us.
Consider Snowshoeing
Snowshoeing is just a matter of
strapping snowshoes onto your boots
and walking. Snowshoes make hiking
trails and snowy city parks accessible and
can be rented from sporting goods
stores at a relatively inexpensive price.

Whatever words
we utter should
be chosen with
care, for people
will hear them
and be
influenced by
them, for good
or ill.

Head To Toe Special: 1 hr. of Bodywork plus 30 minutes of
Reflexology to relax and energize your body and mind from
head to toe, literally! only $80.00 ($15 savings!)
Want a quick refresher? 30 minute Reflexology only $25.00.
It's the perfect pick-me-up with a $10 savings.
MASSAGE AND BODYWORK MAKES A GREAT GIFT:
$10 Discount on any Gift Certificates. Purchase online here
- HTTP://SPAB.KR/HOFRYMS
LESS STRESS WITH TRAVEL THAT IS EASY AS A
BREEZE AT: www.tripNtravels.com
HAVE ANY COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS? EMAIL ME AT:
karin@massagetherapy.com
If you would like to receive my newsletter and information on
specials, please put "Newsletter" and/or "Specials" on
subject line and explain if you prefer to receive them by mail
of email.

-Buddha

Karin Johnson Massage Therapy
34098 Pacific Coast Hwy., Suite C
Dana Point, CA 92629

